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LONDON, Printcd in the Year 1680. 


Written out of the COUNTRETY 


TO A 
Perſon of Quality in the C ITT, 
=E &c. 


Perceive your Mind is diſturb'd, which my 
Fricadihip with you can no more let me be 
unconcern'd for, than if I heard were 

lick ; nor leſs to ſtudy your Relief.” Suck 

may be the Cauſe and Meaſure of your Pai- 
ſion , ardfuch the d:properiron between the 

One and the Ocher, as tonecd it a great deal more, 

yet perhaps to deſerve itlets. For your ficknets might be 

your infelicity only, bug a perturbation that exceeds its 

Cauſe , canaot but be your fault. Which kind of Evil, 

' * Mi though 


OD oo OOO TIES: O—— 


though it be much greater, and therefore needs more ap- 
licatiorrfdr the removing ob it ; yet it canchallepge lc(s 
help from another, becauſe you are your own Aficer, 
and may, when you pleaſe cure your ſelf, which no man 
elſe can do for you. 
ut if another may contribute towards't, by laying be- 
fore you apr Confiderations which you are your (elf to ap- 
ply,you know you are to expett it from no mans good will 
more than mine. If indeed you expect much trom my 
Ability, that is another Fault, entirely your own , and 
wherew you cont{h1ive no temptation. . 
Thus much I 'fhall freely proteſsito you rhat I have a 
great Falid otxan equal zmper and compalure of -mend, 
not apt to be unduly mov'd, or entertain any thing that 
OCLurs, Wael 1ngecens perturbation , or other reſentment 
thay is.due and ſuitable to the occaſion: And deſire x more 
than either to be in the beſt external circumſtances, or 
not to be in the worlt, As Lwiſh for my lelf, I with for 
you; and therefore am willing to place my endeavour ac- 
corfinply;, 'where it, may be in.4 Joiluy of. cfiefting 
ſomewhat to your adyantage,” and -whete it is nidlt'delt- 
rable it ſhould. 4 - 4 
In the preſent caſe, the Fault I find with youis, that 
your reſentment of the matter you complain of, is «ndue 
2% wotiproportiondble to the accafiowy, And" whites y 
mito-labour under the Diſtemper-and exc&f36f a two- 
fold-Paſſioh; of 'Fear, Jeſt a juſt and good: Caule ( as you 
and Ido both account) ſhould ſuffer lome great-prejydicez 
by this oppoſition of Dr. Srillmegfleet : And'of Anger, this 
he ifrom. whom bezter-things mighe have been expected, 
thould ncrempt any' thang 10-this kind. IT ſhall hereupon 
endeavour toreprelent to you the cauftefnels bath of your 
Frax, and ( #nigreat part) 'of your Anger. | 
' Andfirſt defend. the Caule againſt Dy. Sribongficer, and 


thea 


C3) 
rthen'add (omewhat'in defence of Dr. $ti4/ine fleet agaidft 


you. 


f 


1. ASto ms former we are : 


FE, To: give the plain ſtate of it, with the DoSors 
_ Juds dyment againſt us mit. | | 


IL To 4 ſs the Matter with the Doctor , ang 
ſhew 
in te. The Indefenſibleneſ of that Jobim 


3: - The Inefficacy of the Doctor's TOE to 


£ S) ris 


J 


coI.'It is firſt ALA <A we have. a trueſtate ofthe 
:cauſe ir le}t before our Eyes; whichis plainly this, 

That as there are very great numbersat People, beyond 
whatthe Miniſters of Pariſhes, in divers places, can pob- 
ſibly perform Miniſterial Duty unto : So there are withal 
varymany that cannot be ſatisfied in conſcience, to intruſt 
their Sond and. their Spirizgual Concernments to the Pa» 
ſtoral Care-and Conduct of the Parochial Miniſtry only ; 
Though vhey- generally have a very reverend elteem of 
divers whio-are of it : do, many of them, very frequently 
partake of (um? part of their Labours , and *' tcjoyce in 
them 25 great Ocnaments; and real Bleſhngs to the Chri- 
{tiah Church, But theſe ' are! very, unaproportionable in 
mumber to-the Neceffities of the People, and are by 
Legal xgſtraints ty'd up one way, as they by conſcientious, are 
another , -in reipet of ſome principal parts of Chriſtian 
Worſhip Z 
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Workbipz without which they ſhould be vilibly in the 
condition of Pagans. 
here are alſo many perſons who have been devoted to 
the Service of Gcd and his Church in the Miniſterial Fun- 
ion; ſome of them 4in the way which now obtains, 
others in s way which this Reveread Author did not dif- 
approve, who are not ſatisfied in Conſcience about the 
& Termsupon which they might have contiaued, or may 
be admitted Parochial Incumbents. 

So thar here are numerous Flocks ſcattered without 
Paſtors, here are many Paſtors without Flocks. 

The People it is true, on whoſe behalf theſe Papers are 
more elpecraily wrixcen, are 1a this deſtiture condition b 
thetr own (cruples. Nor is it the preſent deſiga to juſtify 
all choſe (cruples. But they are, with many, of lon 
continnance., and, for ought appears, unremoveable, If 
they ſhould be defer'd,and bidden to uſe patience, while ſuch 
turther endeavours are uſed with them as this Sermon con- 
gains, yet death will kave no Patience, nor be defer'd. So 
that there are multitudes paſſing into erernity out of 'a 
Chriſtian Nation,having no benefit of Chrittian Ordinan- 
ces z no means of inſtruction in the Truth and Dodtrines 
of the ChriſtianReligion, in order to their Salvation. 

The courſe which is de fats taken in this diftreſs for 
their relief isthat which the reveread Author bends him- 
ſelf againſt in this Sermon. Aad there are two forts of 
Perions concern'd init, The People , who, rather than ro» 
turn to the ſtate of Paganiſm, implore the help of theſe un- 
imploy'd Miniſters , deſwing them to perform the dury 
of Chriftian Miniſters towards them, And the Mrnifters, 
who rather than they ſhould ceaſe ro be Chriſtians, or :hem- 
ſebves alwaics ceaſe from the Work of Miniſters, comply 
with theirdefires ; and, as they can, allow them their do- 


tired help, 
This 
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This Author doth more direly end profeſſedly ſpeak to 
the cale of the P z To that of the Fer ad ere 
way of Oblique refleion, 

You and I, who (among the former) do oftev partake in 
the Worſhip and Ordinances of God, ia the ſeparate Ai- 
ſerablies (t we are not ſo {queamiſh as to balk the 
Publick, nor ſo unjuſt and ungratctul, as got tothank God 
for the excellent advantages that are ſometimes to be mer 
with therc) are both concern'd, 2nd led' by the Doctors 
diſcourſe, toconfider what is (aid 25 to this cale of ours. 
Which yet I would have us conſider not fo appropriate- 
ly, as to exclude threw our yery compaſiionate conliderati- 
ca, that are more panche 4ad contin'd to: narrower limits, 
by their owns fcraples, than we are; and: whoſe Number 
you £canaot bur apprehend to be lo great, as to call for a ve- 
ry large compeſhon in conkdering their cate, 

Ic is indeed a calc of far-proipett, and which lookes down 
upon afrer-times, You know how eafily it may be dedus 
coed all along from the beginning of the En21b Reformari- 
on, when ſome very eminent among our Reformers were 
not well ſatisf'd with the Ceremonial part of the Conlti- 
tutionctrled at that time ; How an uolatrsh'd party hath 
gradually mcreaſcd from Age to Age among the Common 
People alfa. They are now grown vers numerous. And 
uniels ſome very over-powring imprafſion- upoo mens. 
miads, (aot reaſonably to be expected according to com- 
mon meaſures) ſhould alter the oafc, is is. [till likely tos + 
increaſe in ſucceeding Ages, 

You are nat _ that noone thing 15 more commoun- 
ly (crupled by this unſatisf'd Party, than: the addition of 

federal Rite in-the dedicating;of thewr Children: to- 
God, the fre weng ther with the fizu of the Groſs, winch many. 
(how puitly or unjuſtly 1am not now to diſuſe) cheein 0 
figful a practece, that, rather than aduart is,they will chooſe 
BOS- 
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Kot to offer their Children ro-Baptiſm. Noris it 5» it ſelf 
of leſs weight _—_ 'tis of much greater ) that, i this 
ſolemn dedication, they have no opportunity of performing; 
the Pari##4/ Duty, of Covenenting with God on behalf of 
their own Children, but that pare (with the exclufion of 
themſelves) is to'be done by others, whom. God hath not 
concern'd in the buſinels , and who, after the ſolemnity is 
over, are never like to concern themſelves. And there' 
are divers other (cruples beſides, in reference to-#his, and 
other parts of Worſhip that, with multitudes, are n-no great” 
probability fo admitof cure. + 11-1 229 25:0 V1 

Now let us ſee what the Reverend Doctors judgement 
is upon this ſtate' of 'our caſe, 'who diflent- from the eſta-' 
bliſht way, whether the People, or their Miniſters; and that 
both concerning what they ao, and what, by conſequence from 
his judgment upon their caſe, they are to ſuffer, *' - 57171 - 4 

For the Pratice of the People in this cate (at leaſt the 
negative part of it) he hath ſome Charity in his Conſure;' 
for in their declining to joyn-in the Publick Afﬀembles, he 
beleives them generally to practice according to their judge- 
ment as he profeſles ?. 37. of his Sermon, For the:Mini-' 
ſters, molt of them, none at/all, who as! he laies inthe; 
ſame Place he believes go againſt theirs. His Words are, 
*Idare fay,if molt of rhe Preachers !atthis day in #he' ſepa 
*rate mxetings were (oberly asked their jadgements, whe- 
«ther it were lawful for the People to-joyn with us' an the 
« Publick Aſſemblies, they would not deay itz and yer the 
© People that frequent them, generally judge. otherwiſe. 
< For ib is not to!be ſuppoſed ; that 'facttba among them 
© ſhould ſo commonly prevail-beyond.interelt; 4 tt 

Bur his judgement concerning what both are ro under- 
go is: eventually, 'and' iw\the ſequel, us he:{tares their caſe} 
much rfiore hard anveſpectot 'the-People,, who cannpy re 
leive them(clves 4. whereas the: Miniſters; acoording.tathe 
aotion he hath of them, preſently may, We 


YI 
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. We are toattend chiefly co what he ſays in reference ta 
the Lay-people, und ſhylt conſider, r. How Revere he is to- 
wards ther; and 2, How' welt confiftent he is therein 
with himſelf. - 0-101 | 

1, His ſeverity towards thoſe of us' in reſpe7 of what wer 
pradttice, who put ayrielves under the paſtoral care of other 
than the Parochial Miners is tobe feen in what he propo- 
ſes to himſelf to evinoe, P. 20. viz. That our proceeding to 
the for ming bf ſepa att" Congregations, i. e, wnder other Teach- 
8s, 4nd by other Rules, than what the o__ Religion al- 
lows , is the preſent caſe of ſeparation which he intends to con- 


ſider, and to make the frnfulnefs and miſchief of it appear, He 


doth you fee in (hort, abſalucely pronounce our practice in 
this <afe to be fiwfwl and miſchicuonc, 

Now it is hence alſb to be collefted, how hard things he 
would have us ſuffe# upon fuppoltion of our only remain- 
ing unſatisff'd tojoynourſel ves into the Parochial Commu- 
nion, TJ not indeed —_ for w Gibberts, Whip- 

ing-poſts, or Dungeons. (direaly) any thi rie- 
an. roour Fleſh; But to ſuch as conllier thee L, to 
have fouls made for-an everlaſting Rate, the doom which 
his words imply, in the mentioned place, cannot be 
thought gentle. Which that you may apprehend the more 
diſtin&ly ; obſervethat he hath nothing to (ay againſt our 
bays ſuſpending Communion in ſome particular ' Rites which we 
modeſtly ſcrwple, while we uſe it in what we judge lawful, p. 20. 
( whereas p. 37. he ſuppoſing us generally ro judge it un- 
lawful to joyn in the Publick Aſſemblies) to which Pur- 
pole he alſo (peaks in his /ate Dialogues p. 171. and 172, 
(giving his Antagoniſt an account of what he had (aid if 
his /rexicum to the matter now in diſcourſe) viz. That ſome 
ſerupmlont and conſcientious men, after wlendeavenrs uſed to ſa- 
tisfy themſebves , nay remain unſatvified as to the lawfu'neſs 
of ſome impoſed Rites, but wr 48h to poſitrve ſepay ation 


from 


($/} 
from the Church, but ate n_ ta comply in all other things 


ave in theſe Rites which they fi 
be puts the yo grape rr ſach barg Now. _— do involve 
ſuch men in the Guilt of Schiſm, And this he confeſſes he re- 
ſolved negatively (approving or not diſavowing that-re- 
ſolution.) Thus far indeed he well agrees with himſelf, 
and (cemsto haveno Quarrel with us, 

But conſider the fatal conſequence, He well knows that 
i we ſulpend Communion in the Rite of the Croſs (upon 
our never {o modeſt (cruple) we connot have our Childrea 
Miniſterially dedicated-to God in. the Ordinance of Bap- 
zilſm, nor be ſo ourſelves, it, being adult, we remain any, of 
us unabptzed (as he may well apprehend many among us 
are) nor if we decline the uſe of Spowſors as- to what wg 
conceive ſhould be performed by Parents for their Chil- 
dren, and by adult perſons for themſelves. And that if we 
kneel not befoxe the conſecrated Elemens at the Lords 
Table, we are not to partake of his-Holy __ Yea, and 
what if we (cruple ſomewhat that is more than ritual, to 
ſit under the Miniſtery of a noted drunkard, os open Ene- 
my to godlineſs as our Teacher and Guide, whea we might 
enjoy the fruitful labours of one that hath not h# qualifica- 
tions every Lords day ? No, by no means, whithour fenizeck, 
on, or the ſuppoſition of any poſhible caſe wherein it may 
be otherwiſe, a meeting: never (© little beſides the eſtabli- 
ſbed courſe, he will wate appear is ſinful and miſchievous, and 
not tolerable upon any terms. 

W hat then would he have us do? He directs us indeed 
afterward to the endeavour of ſatisfaction. But what ſhall 
we do if after ous utmoſt endeavours our diſſatisfaction re- 
main” What,. while we. aze endeavouring £ which-ma 
be all our days in vain.. What-if we can never be ſatish- 
ed.concerning the eſtabliſhed way of Baptiſm for ourſelves 
and our Children, and of partaking the Body and Blood of 


our 


ſerupe : and concerning theſe 
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our Lore and Saviour $ Nor to hear or give Countcaggce 
to ſuch a oges pretending to Preach the glorious Goſpel of 
the Bleſſed God, who cither ſubſtancially perverts and:de» 
praves it, or whoſe profligace life proclaims him an oppo- 
ler and enemy tothe Holy Rules and delin of its Nor to 
commit our ſelves to the paſtoral care and charge of a le's 
exceptionable perſon, yea though otherwiſe never bo deſer- 
vingythathath ty'd his own hands, and is under ſuch re- 
ſtraiats that he cannor, or {o diſinclin'd that he will not dil- 
peale the Ordinances of Chriſt in ſuch a way, as wherein 
with ſatisfation to our Coalciences we may enioy them, 

Read over the Doors Sermon again, and again, and you 
will 6nd -ao-courſe is preſcribed us, but to (it {till without 

y cajoyment of Chriſtian Ordinances at all. And with 
W aumbers muſt this be the cale * for himſelf pro- 
felles to believe, that the People that frequent the ſeparate 
mectings (who yu know are nota few) do generaly judge 
itto be unlawful cojoynia the Publick Alemblies. And 
are wealwaies to fit ſtill thus That is toexchange Viſible 
Chriſtianity for Vilible (at leaſt negative ) Pagani ſvn. 

This, if you take the whole compals of it, is a thing of 
awful importance, that ſo great a Limb of a Chriſtian Na- 
tion, they and their poſterity, ſhould be Paganized from 
Age to Age, and cut off trom the whole Body of the Chri- 
ſtian Commuaity, only becauſe they ſcruple ſome things, 
the leaſt exceptionable whereof are no part of the Chriſtzan 
Inſtitution (as himſelf, and they whoſe Advozate he is,will 
freely confels) aor do neceſſarily belong toit, being (as they 
contend) but indifferext things. 

He [cems rather contented we ſhould not be Chriſtians at 
all, than not to be Chriſtians of this particulas mode. That 
we ſhould rather want the ſubſtance of Chriſts Goſpel and 
Sacraments, than have them accompany'd with confeſſed- 
ly needleſs additions, and which we fear to be forbidden us 
by their Lord and ours, B 3 We 


(wy) 
- Wedo ſincerely profeſs wherein; we decline-the Com? 
mubion be invites 1340, we-only | e him, and thoſe 


of. his way and micdid; out of a-real tear df orherwite! dif 
pleafing God. We agree with chem in fat greater rhings 
than we tan differin, We are of that Ore Body which 
they themſelves profeſs to be of, (pfur as ' moor Chriſtianity 
joche diſtinQion, and rolleftive bond of ir; and defire to 
be urider rhe cordudti. and Governmetitiof that Ore Spirrr, 
We are called with ther in thir One Hope of 'ont calling, 
and earneſtly expect (whatever hard thouglhitbthty have of 
us) ro teet many a one of them inthe participation of the 
blefſed hoped cndof that calling, ' We acknbiwledge that 
One-Lovd, that On Faith, that One Baptiſm ,/( br- Cove- 
nant which the Bapriſtn of out 'Lords appoititmient Rakes 
and that Oze Gdd and Father of all; who #4Bave all, a 
through all, and in-us all.. Yet becavle 'we eannor; we 
dare not conſent with them to the additions which belong 
hor (and which we tear are unduly affixt) totheReligion of 
Chriſtians, ws are adjudged to be (as much #5 in them is) 
cut off from Chriſt, deprived of the dear pledges of his 
love, and acquiſtions of his Blood; arr driven out from the 
inheritance k, the Lord, and it is in effe& ſaid to us go ard ſerve 
ather Grids, Thusfar the ſeverity of this reverend Author 
rowatds us extends, Whichwhile we thus truely repre- 
ſent and recount, let us alle. 

2. Conſider what agteement it holds with what we 
elſewhere obſerve from him. We have already taken no- 
tices that for «wr bare now-confermity he acquits us of the 
guilt of Schiſm. And p. 20. of this Sermon, he ſays, © He 
*doth not confound bare ſuſpending Communidh 'in ſome pay- 
* riewlar Rites, which pertohs do motefiy Toruple , and 
"uſing it m what they judge-to be lawfif, with either 
rotal, or at leaft ordinary forbbarance of Communion in what 
"they judge tobe lawful , and proceeding ts the forming of ſe- 

* perate- 
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grogathoes &e. *Tis this latter he ſevers afid 
his oppoſition, Againſt our ſ#ſperding Corr 
munion in ſore particular Rites (which we judge unlaw- 
fol) if we «ſe it in what we judge lawful, (which 1 with him, 
p_ the Lay-Difſenters in Emg/zxd generally do, ) he 
ath nothing to fay? Yes, and undertaking to thew whar 
Error of | Conſeienct doth ' extnſe 4 man frm « in follorwi too 
#be Dilfates of it ; he vells us þ.44. Thit if the Erroy be whotty 
i1voluntary, i.e. If it be tawſed by invincible rnor amet, (which 
he thus explains in the following words ) or after aſing 
the beſt meant for due information of his Conſerthct ; though the 
att thay be a fanlt int it felf, yet it ſhald net be iniputed to hin 
« ſit, btraiſe it Waxted the conſent 'df the Mind; by which 

Wilt ts determined, | 
And now, Sir, I beſeech you conſider, t. When he con- 
feſles if we be willing to be ſatisfied , and our Errour be 
javoluntary, it ſhall nor be imputed to us for a fin; Why 
arc we to be (o ſeverely deale with for what is not to be 
imputed to us for a fin? If it were any, methinks it ſhould 
not delerve ſuch #1997 at the hands of Aer, that zre them 
ſelves alſo liable to Miſtakes and Errors, Is it fo very crt- 
minal, if every poor illiterate Difſenter in England ( Man 
or Woman ) cannot in all their days attain to a berter and 
more {ettled oy in fuch dubious mareers; than this 
Reverend Perſon had himſelf arriv'd ro twenty years 2g0*7 
Elpecially that never had ; of were capable of havirrg 
thoſe peculiar helps and inducements, co temper and re- 
form their jadgments ther he hath enjoy'd. Tis a long 
time that his own judgment hath beerr ripening to that 
maturity, as, -at length to think it fir and 'fealonabler to 
fay {9 muchias he harh, for the reforming of ours, "even 
in this Sermon. Methinks he ſhould not be fo very quick 
and hard towards us, upon fo Nender a cauſe, as our 
icrupling Jowe patticmar Rives to adjadge us and ours to - 
| totally 


(42) 
totally deprived of Baptiſm, which themlelves count ne» 
ceſſary to our ſalvation, and of the other Ordinances of 
Chriſt, which they do not think ar ay ng, 

And conſider ſecondly, Whereas he ſays, That if « man 
erre after uſing the beſt means for due information of his Con- 
ſcience, — it ſhall not be imputed to him 4s 4 fin, What if 
weerre this Error (as he counts it) after uling the beſt 
means for due information, [ that we ought rather than 
toreturn to the ſtate of Paganiſm, to bear our part in the 
' forming of ſuch Meetings for the Workhip of God , as 
wherein we may, with the ſatisfaQtioa of our own Con- 
ſciences, enjoy all his holy Ordinances. ] It will ſurel 
be within the compals of this his general Policion , an 
not be imputable as a ſin. Then it is to be hoped we ſhould 
rather chooſe to do fo, then Paganize our ſelves, or live 
in the wilful aegleR of his Iaſticutions : Which to do by 
our own choice, when we might do otherwiſe, we can- 
not but think a very great ſig. - 

If here the Doctor ſhould aſſume to himſelf to tell us 
not only .chat we crre herein ( whereof we are to regard 
his proof, as it ſhall be conſidered by and by, more than 
his Affirmation : ) But allo that our Error is wilful, we 
ſhall appeal from him to one that better knows, how wil- 
lingly, how gladly we ſhould receive information, and 
admit the belief, that we ought to conteat our (elves en- 
tirely and only with ſuch proviſions as the eſtabliſhed Re- 
ligion, (to aſl the Dod#ors phraſe ) allows us, if the evi- 
dence of the thing it ſelf did not ſeem irrefiſtibly and un- 
avoidably to per[wade us otherwiſe. And for him to ſay 
ſo, were but to ſuppoſe men wilful, only for not being 
of his mind, who car as eaſily think him ſo, for not being 
of theirs. | 

But this cannot be a Queſtion between the Door and 


usz whom, as we have taken aotice above, he hath -» 
r 
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far obliged ,. as ts admit p. 37. That we generally judge as 
we pratiice, and that it us not to be ſuppoſed that Kitten 4- 
mong #1 ſhould ſo commonly prevail beyond intereF. 

Burt ſince this appears to be his determination concern- 
ing us, and that his Aſſertion ſeems poſitive aad peremp- 
tory, p. 20. [ That in this our caſe, #0 proceed to the forming 
of Congregations under other Teachers, and by other Rules than 
what the eftabliſht Religion allows, where a ſinſul and miſchie- 
vous ſeparation, } 

We arc in the next place, 

zly, To diſcuſs the Matter with the DoGtor z wherein 
we ſhall endeavour to ſhew, 

1. The indefenſiblenels of the Judgment the Door 
hath given in this caſe ; which will both infer (and in 
ſome part excuſe ) what we are afterwards to diſcover: 

Viz. 

ly, The Infirmity of what is alledged by him in this 
Attempt of his to defend it. 

1, For the former, it being obvious to common ob- 
ſervation , that a natural ſelf-indulgence and aptnels to 
decline and wave whatis of more terrible import to them- 
ſelves, doth uſually inftgauate and influence mens minds 
in their judging of ſuch Caſes: We are the more coo- 
cern'd (becauſe a favourable falſe judgment wall do us 
no good) with aa impartial ſtritneſs ro bold+our ſelves 
tothe thing it ſelf. And when we molt (tritly do fo, me- 
thinks the Door ſhould have ſomewhat an hard Pro- 
vince of it. For his Determination amounts to thus much, 

That we ought to be Kept in ar ſtato of Damaation for 
crupling the Ceremonies J (7... to be deprived of the 
neceſſary means of our (alvation. ). And that, white he ac- 
counts our (cruple ( after the uſe of due means for our in- * 

| formation ) not imputable to us as a ſin: And not that 
only, but that we ought to conſent ro our own. daimna- 
tion 


024) 
-tion for this no ſin of ours, Inaſmuch as it would be fig- 
ful and mikchievous to procure to our {elyesthe neceflary 
means of our'ſalyation 1n another way, while we appre- 
hend thats without our {1n, we cannot have them inthe 
way which he allows us. | 

We arc indeed (atisfied, that our fin one way or other 
would contribate little to our ſalvation: But when allo 
we are {atisfied that we cannot enjoy the means of ſalva- 
tion in his way without fin, and he rells as, we cannot 
without ſin enjoy them in our own: We hopeevery Door 
is not fhut up egainſt ws, and canoot think the merciful 
and holy God hath fo ſtated our caſe, as to. reduce us to a 
necellity: of fanning to get out of a. ſtate of damaation. 
And therefore this Reverend. Author having already de- 
termined that our Remedy cannot lie ( as our Conlgiences 
are hitherto inform'd ) in coming over to him and his 
way z For he believes we generally judge it unlawful to 
joyn with them ia the publick Aſlemblies, p. 37. and lays, 
þ. 43. That no man that hath any Conſcience will (peak again 
the power of it, and be that well ſpeat againſt tt, hath =. 
#0 Connatd imwhat he ſays: ( as no quelition he expeRed 
tobe, echer wiſe he' had not given Hhimielf ſo much trou- 
ble ) and concludes, p. 44. ! hat wefbould fin in going againſt 
#. As he alſo thinks we ſhould in ating wich it, which 
( as isneceſſarily 1mply/'d ) we as yet fee not: Our = 
hope upon rhe whole matrer is, that our relief muſt lyein 
taking theway which we do take, And that it cannot 
be proved'to'be ſinful. 

Wereckod it is not, and that the Doors judgment here- 
inis fimply indefenſible, becauſe whatſoever is ſinful muft 
tranſgre(s fome Law immediately divine, or that oblj 
by verruciof ither divine Law. ' And we cannot find that 
God hath made any Law, or enabled any 'made by others, 
to ablige usſofar, 1a our prelcat Ciroumitances, as = " 

ou 
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ſhould be involy'd in the guilr of fin, by ſome variation from 
the letter of it. For any Divine Law that can be ſuppo- 
ſed to oblige us to the ule of the things we ſcruple, or elſe 
to live without the Worſhip and Ordinances of God, nor 
knowing any ſuch our ſelves, we muſt wait til we be in- 
form'd of it. 

And that his Law doth give an obliging force ſo far to 
any other, we as yet underſtand not. Whereſoever he hath 
been pleaſed to lodge and entruſt the Keys of the Church, 
we do not find he hath appointed them to that ufe, to admit 
us into the Communion of his Worſhip and Ordinances, 
or totally to exclude us, upon ſuch terms. And herein we 
ſuppoſe we have the Door conſenting with us. Whoin 
his /reaicum,p. 216. plainly alerts, Th4s the Office which the 
power of Keys implies 1s Miniſterial, and not Authoritative x 
Declarative, and not Juridical, And(ays in the Preface to 
the ſame Book, That He that came to take away the unſupport a- 
ble Toke of the Jewiſh Ceremonies, did never intend to gall the 
Diſciples Necks with another inſtead of it. W hereto he imme- 
diarely adds in the ſame Preface. And it would be trange the 
Church (bould require more than Chriſt himſelf did ; and make 
other conditions of her Communion, than our Saviour did of Diſe 
cipleſhip. What poſſible reaſon can be alſizn'd or given why ſuch 
things ſhould not be ſufficient for Communion with « Church, 
whith are ſufficient for eternal Salvation? and certainly theſe 
things are ſufficient for that, which are laid down by ouy Lord and 
Saviour in his Word. What ground can there be why © hy ſtiens 
ſhould not fland upon the ſame terms now, which they did in the 
time of Chriſt and his Apoſtles? Was wot Religion [#; ciently 
guerded and femced in them? Was there ever more true and Cor- 
dial reverence in the warſhip of God ? what Charter hath Chrift 
given the Church to bind men up to more than himſelf hath done, 
or to exclude thoſe from her ſociety, who may be admitted into 
Heaven ? Will Chrift ever thank mes at the great day for keep- 
C 
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ing ſuch out from Communion with his Church, whim he will 
Vonchſafe not only Crowns of Glory to, but it may be aureele too, 
if there be any ſuch things there * The Grand Commiſſion the 
Apoſtles were wa ont with, was oxly to teach what Chriſt bad 
Communaed them, Not the =- Intimation of any power given 
them to impoſe ox require any thing beyond what himſelf had [| 

ken to them, or they were diretted to by the Immediate guidance 
of the Spirit of God, 1t is not whether the things Commanded 
and required te lawful or wo? It is mot whether indifferences 
may'be determined or no? It is not how far Chriſtians are bound 
to ſubmit to a reflraint of their Chriſtian liberty © which I now 
inquire after, ( of thoſe things in the Treatiſe it ſelf ) but whe- 
ther they do conſult fer the Churches Peace and Unity who ſuſpend 
it wpon.ſuch things © Hows far either the example of our Saviour 
or his Apoſtles doth warrant ſuch rigorons impoſutions ? We never 
read the Apoſtles making Laws but of things ſuppoſed neceſſary. 
when the Counſel of Apoſtles met at Feruſalem for deciding a Caſe. 
that aiſturbed the Churches Peace, we ſee they would lay no other 
burden wilu Af inlay x rimn beſides theſe neeehjary things, Ads 
15.29. KX was not enough with them that the things would be ne» 
ceſſary when they hid required them, but they looked on an Ante- 
cedent weeeffity either abſolute or for the preſent ſtate, which was 
the only ground of their tmpoſing thoſe Commands upon the Gen- 
tile Chrihians, There were, after this, great diverſities of pratt. 
ice and Varieties of Obſervations among Chriſtians, but the Holy 
Ghoſt never thought thoſe things fit to k made matters of Laws, 
to which all parties ſhould conforms ; - all that the Apoſtles requi- 
red as to theſe was mutual forbear ance aud condeſcenſton towards 
each other in them, The CApeſtles valued net differences at all, 
and theſe things it is evident they accounted ſuch, which whether 
men did them or not , was wt of -concermment to Salvation, And 
what reaſon is there why men ſhould be ſo ftrittly tyed- up to ſach 
things, which they may ao or let alone; and yet be very good Chri- 
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traitions confuſions and diviſions of the Chriſtian world, hath 
been by adding other conditions of Church- communion than Chriſt 
bath aone. 

Nor am I now inq iring whether the things Comman- 
ded be lawful or no? Nor whether indifferences may be 
determined or no ? Nor how far Chriſtians are bound to 
ſubmit to a reſtraint of their Chriſtian Liberty ? But only 
inquiring ( as he theredoth) concerning the Charter given 
; 9, the binding men up to more than himlelt hath 

? And 1 further inquire , by what power they can be 
bound which Chriſt hath not grven? And if there be no ſuch 
wer to bind them, ſuppole the things required were all 
awful (which if it can beevinc't, I ſhould rejoyce to ſee 
done) yet while they cannot in conſcience think they are, 
how can they apprehend themſelves bound to be withour 
the means of Salvation which Chri#'s Charter entitles them 
to? 

I readily grant it is fit a man do many things for peace 

and Common Orders lake which, otherwile, no Law doth 


formally oblige him to i. e. ſuppoſing be can do thoſe things with- 


out intolerable prejudice to himſelf. And (0 it is commonly de- 
termined in the matter of {candals. But can it be thoughe 
a man is to put himſelf out of the ſtate or way of Salvati- 
on in complement to ſuch as will otherwiſe take offence £ 
And be ſo Courteous as to Perith tor ever, rather than they 
ſhall be diſpleaſed. 

Yea, and it may be moreover added, That our courſe 
being accounted lawful, mult alio (as the Door ſpeaks 
in another cale) bethought a duty : For the things that 
are 45 means neceſſary to our ſalvation, are alſo neceiſary by 
Divine Precept, We are commanded to hear Gods Word, 
to devote our (elves and our Children to God in Baptiſm 


"and, at the Lords own Table , to remember him, and ſhew 


forth his death till he come. And if we compare toge- 
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ther certain Poſitions of this Reverend Author, we can 
not ſee but he muſt, as ous caſe is, acknowledge our ob- 
ligation to the practice which he here (cems to blame, For 
in his /res. p. 109. He allerts, That every Chriftian © under 
an obligation io jeyw in Clureh-ſociety with others, becauſe it 
© bi to profeſs himſelf 4 Chriſtian, and to own his Reli- 
gion beth , ahd te partake of the Ordinances and Sar «- 
ments of the G which caunot be without ſociety with Jeme 
Church or sther, he atter adds (on the Game page ) 
It had been a caſe diſputed by ſame ( particularly by Grotius 
the ſuppoſed Author of « little Trait, An lemper fit commu- 
nicandum per ſymbola * when he deſign'd the Syncretiſm 
with the Church of Rome) whether in « time when Churches 
are divided, it be 4 Chriitians duty to communicate with any 
of theſe Parties which drvide the Church, and net rather to 
ſuſpend communion from all of them. A caſe not hard to be de- 
cided ; for either the perſon queſtioning it doth ſuppoſe the 
Churches divided to remain true Churches , but ſome to be 
more pure than other ; in which caſe, by vertue of his general 
obligation to Communion, he is bound io adh:re to that Church 
which appears moſt to retain its Evangelical purity, To which 
- purpole he further tells us, page 110. He knows not whe- 
ther Chryloſtom's «it were to be commended, who after being 

made a Deacon in the Church of Antioch by Meletius, upon 
his death , becanſe Flavianus came 1n irregularly as Biſhop of 
the Church , would neither communicate with him, nor with 

Paulinus another Biſhop at that time in the City ; nor with 
the Meletians but for three years time withdrew himſelf 
from communion with any of them, Andp. 113. where any 
Church is guilty of Corruptions both in Dottrine and Prattice, 
which it avoweth and profeſſeth, and requireth the owning them 
4s neceſſary conditions of communion with her , there 4 non- 
communion with that Church u neceſſary, and a total and poſi. 
tive ſeparation « laveful and corvenient. What he diſcour- 
les. © 
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fes page 111, 113, upon the Queſtion, Whether ir isa (fin 
x0 communicate with Churches #r»e, as to Eſſentials, bur 
ſuppoſed corrupe in the exerciſe of Diſciplines Many of 
us will no doubt heartily concur with him in. Bur ir 
touches not the caſe of many more, who do nor ſo much 
fear upon the account of the negle& of Diſcipline, ro be 
javolv'd in the guilt of other mens fin as ( rhere ſeems to 
be lictle cauſe, tha pert being not incumbent upon us : ) 
Nor, if :44t be his meaning, when he ſpeaks of [eparating 
on apretence of great purity, is it the cale with molt of. us : 
but we jultly - (and therefore avoid ) to be made to 
fon cur ſelves, by having ſuch things as we judge to be fin- 
ful impoſed ox ws, as the Conditions of our Communion. And 
as to thus caſe, this Reverend Author ſpeaks our ſcale in 
this laſt cired Propolition, and pleads our preſent Cauſe. 
Nor need we more to be {aid on behalt ot it than what 1s 
reducible to that general Propoſition , or particularly, to 
that ſecond thing ( compared with the third ) which 
P. 115. he ſays makes (eparation and withdrawment of 
communion lawful and neceſlary ; viz. Corruption of pra- 
tice, where we lay as he doth, we ſpeat not of prattice, a 
relating to the crvil converſation of men, but as it takes th 
the Agenda of Keligion ; when unlawful things of that kind, 
are not only crept into a Church, , but are the preſcribed deve- 
tion of it: Thoſe being required ( which he adds as an ac- 
celſion to the foregoing ) as neceſſary conditions of commut- 
pion from all the Members of their Church, which mates our 
withdrawing from them wnavoidably neeeſſary , as long as we 
Juage them to be ſuch corruptions as indeed they are, And 
whereas he inſtances only in ſuch things as belong to the 
Head of /dolatrous Cuſtoms , ( ſuppreſhag what 'might be 
inſtanced under the other Head, which he allo there men- 
tions ; Viz, Swperſtitions prattice ) yet we doubt not if 0- 
ther things allo, that appear to be liatul, belides idolatrous 
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Cuſtoms, be required as neceſſary conditions of commu- 
nion, the caſe will be the ſame, unleſs we will diſtinguiſh 
ſins, into ſuch as be lawful, and ſuch as be unlawful. Or 
there be any that may be commirted, that we may be 
admitted to the communion of this or that Church, 

Now (to reduce things to the method which ſutes the 
preſent caſe) if this reverend Author do ſtill judge C that 
where ſinful conditions of Communion are impoled there 
Non-communion is neceſlary ( and thole things be ſinful 
to us which our Conſciences judge to be (o, = hath ac- 
knowledged. ]) And again it he ſtill. judge ( that we 
are under an Obligation to joyn in Church-ſociety, fo as to 
own our Religion publickly, and to partake of the Ordi- 
nances and Sacraments of the Golpel.] He mult certainly 
account that our duty which he taxes in this Sermon as our 
fault, at leaſt till our Conſciences be otherwiſe informed, 
whereof many of us have nogreat hope, 

We are indeed not fo {tupid, as not to apprehend there 
are Laws, the Letter whereof ſeems adverſe to us Nor 
are we ſo ungrateful as not to acknowledge his Majeſtics 
clemency in not (ſubjecting us to the utmoſt rigor of 
thole Laws ; whom we cannot without deep regret, ſo 
much as ſeem not, in every thing, exactly to obey. Nor can 
irenter into our minds to imagine that he expects to be o- 
beyed by us, at the expence of our Salvation. Or that it 
would be at all gratetul ro him that being, as we are, unſa- 
tisfied in ſome things that are by the Law made neceſſary 
to our partaking the priviledges of the Chriſtian Church, 
we ſhould become Pagans in duty to him. His Majeſty 
was once pleaſed to give an ample Teſtimony by his never- 
to be-forgotten gracious declaration of //arch, 15, 1672, 
How remote any ſuch thought was trom his Royal Breaſt, 
and though we humbly ſubmit to the exigency of thoſe rea- 


fons of Stare from whence it proceeded, that we enjoy not 
the 
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the contiaued poſitive favour which his Majeſty was thea 
pleaſed to expreſs rowards us; yet we have no reaſon to 
doubt, but his propenſions are equally. benigne as they 
were. 

Nor, though it be uncertain to us what Laws they are, 
the Authority whereof this reverend perlon relics upon to 
make our practice linful, yet we hope he doth not mean to 
urge us herein with the Laws of the Civil Government, 
becauſe thoſe as much forbid our Non-Communion ( and 
under as {ſevere penalty ) for which he acquits us from the 
Guile of Shiſm-( or it we endeavour ſatisfaction ) from 
aay ſin imputable to us, 

Bur if that ſhould be his meaning, we'deſire it may be 
conlidered how unreaſonable it ſeems, that the deſign of 
the Law relating to that & ng our practice which the 
Doctor in this Sermon condemns, being declaredly to pre- 
vent (edition ; they ſhould take themlelves to be meant 
wha are con{cious of no ſuch deltgn or dilpolition. 

And again, that it 1s not with any reaſon, Charity or 
Tuſtice to be luppoled, that when that, and other, reſtrictive 
Laws were made, either the Temporal ruine of (o great a 

art of the Nationas are now found tobe diſſenters, was 
iatcaded. by-the legillators, or the reducing them-ro the 
condition of Heathens. Butan uniformity in the Worſhip 
of God being, in t (elf, a thing realy delireabic z this 
means was thought ft to be tryed in order to that end. 
And lo are humane Laws, about ſuch mutable matters, ge- 
nerally deligned to be probationary , the event and fuccels 
being unforeknown. Whereupon, after a competcnt time 
ot Trial, as his Majeſty was graciouſly $taſed to declare 
his own favourable lenle and intention, fo it is very cont 
monly known that the like propenfions were by Common 
ſuffrage expreſled in Parliament, v:z, To grant a relaxati- 
on, So that the Law, being in its owa Nature, nothing . 
cite 
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elſc but an indication of the Legiſlators will, we may ac- 
count the thing was ia ſubſtance done, (o far as may fatis- 
fie a mans private reaſon and conſcience concerning the 
Law-givers intention, and pleaſure , though it were not 
done with that formility as uſes (and is generally needful) to 
be ſtood upon, by them who are the Miniſters of the Law. 
And that it was not done with that formality alſo, ſeemed 
rather to be from a diſagreement about the manner, or me- 
thod of doing it, thin about the thing to be done. And 
how uſual is it for Liws, without formal repeal, gently and 

radually to expire, grow Old, and vanith away, not being 
— uleful.as the ritual part of the MMaicsl Law did, be- 
ing come an incff.tual and unprofitable thing £ And how 
ealie were it to inſtance in miny other Laws, the letter of 
which, they thar urge theſe ag11alt the Dilſenters, do with- 
out (cruple tranigrels 4 and trom which no ſuch weighty 
reaſons do urge to borrow now and then a point ? How 
many diſpenle with themſelves in many parts of their re- 
quired Conformity, that have obliged rhemſclvesto it £ 
The Prieſts in the Temple trangreſs the Law and are blameleſs, 
Yea, and he that knows all things, and who is judge of all 
knows how litteſcruple is made of tranigreffing the Laws 
by groſs immoralities and debaucherics. Men learn to 
judge of the lacredneſs of Laws by their own inclinations. 
Any that can be wire-drawn, and made by torture, to ſpeak 
againſt Religion not modified their way muſt be moſt bin- 
ding. Such as prohibit the vileſt and moſt open wicked- 
nels, bind as the Withs did Sampſor. 

The lumme of all is, that whereas we are under the Ob- 
ligation of the Divine Law to Worſhip God inthe ule of 
thoſe his Ordinances which require to be diſpenſed and at- 
tended in fociety, and that we apprehend we cannot do it 
without (in in the way which this reverend Author invi- 
tes us to, Whereas allo we do, with this Author, delibe- 

rate 
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rate whether Chriſt hath given any power tomen to ob- 
lige us tothe things we icruple, or ciloblige us from the 
things we practice andjudge it unproved. We cannot bur 
reckon the judzmnent the Dr. hath given in ourcale [that 
cur practice 1s ſinful] is erroneous and indefenſible by any 
Man, bur leaſt fitly, of molt other men, attempted to be 
defended by hiemieit, From whom it would little have 
been expected that he ſhould fo earneſtly recommend that 
very thing to us as the only Fuundation of Union, which 
he had {0 publickly rold us in his Preface to the Irenicam 
« was,v:ithout Controverſie, the main in-let of all the diftraQi- 
©ons, confuſions, and diviſions of the Chriſtian World, 
© viz, the adding other conditions of Church-communion than 
« Chriſt hath done, 

And yp he hath lately told the World there are ſors 
paſſages in that book that ſhew only the inconſiderateneſs 
of Youth, and that he ſeems to with unſaid, yet he hath not, 
that we know, declared that theſe are ſome of them. Hows- 
ever (ince this preſent determination and judgement of his 
againſt us is ſo peremprtory and poſitive as well as fevere, 
let us in the next place, 

2. Conſider and carefully examine as we are concerned, 
what he hath performed in defence of it, and it is to be ho- 
ped the inefticacy and weakneſs of his attempt therein will 
ſufficiently appear. What I can find in his Sermon hath 
any aſpe& or deſign that way is either ad rem or, ad homi- 
mem. And to my apprehenlion his reaſonings, of the one 
kind or the other, are altogether unconcluding, 

1, As to what may be ſuppoſed to be ad rem, if you 
look narrowly you will tind, 1 6 the princips! things al- 
ledged by him, that can, under that notion, give ſupport 
to his Cauſe, are only affirmed, but not proved, For in- 
ſtance, p. 9. When he tells us, that the © Apoſtle ſuppoſed 
« the neceſſity of one fixed a certain Rule, &c. ”. This 

had 
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had been very material to his purpoſe; if, 1. He had tole 
us, and had proved, the Apoſtle meant ſome Rule or 0- 
ther (ſuper-added to the Sacred Scriptures: For then he 
might, it is to be preſumed, as ealily have let us know 
what that Rule was, which, moſt probably, would have 
ended all our controverlie, it being little to be doubted 
we ſhould all, moſt readily', have agreed to obey it. Or, 
2ly, If he had proved, that, becauſe the Apuſtle had power 
to-make (uch'a Rule, and oblige the Churches:to obierve 
it, that therefore ſuch Church-Guides as they whole cauſe 
the Doctor pleads, have. an equal power to make other 
Rules divers foe his, containing many new things, which 
he never enjoyn'd, and to enforce them upon the Church; 
( though manifelily tending to its deſtruction rather thai 
edification.) But thele things he doth. bur ſuppoſe himſelf, 
without colour of proof. 

Again, for his Notion. of Churches, p. 16, 17; 18, 19, 
examine, as ſtrictly as you will, what he ſays about it ; 
And lee whether it come to any thing more than only to 
repreſent a National Church a poſſible thing ? and whereto 
the name Church may, without ablurdity , be given. His 
own words feem to aim no higher. * Why may there net 
* be one National Church trom the conſent in the fame 
* Articles of Religion, and the ſame order of Worſhip ? 
© pag. 18.. * The word was uſed in the firlt Ages of the 
* Chriſtian Church, as it comprehended the Ecclefiaſti- 
© cal Governours, and the people of whole Cities. And 
* why many of theſe Cries being united together under 
© one Civil Government, and the fame Rules of Religion, 
© ſhould not be caled one. National Church, I cannot un+ 
* derſtand, p. 19. 

But can it now be infer'd thence, that therefore God hath 
actually conſtituted every Chriſtian Kingdom or Nation 
ſuch 4Charch ? Can it further be wwfer'd,that he hathinveſted 

the 
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che Guides of this Church,not choſen by the people(according 
$cripture,and Primitive practice for ſome ages) with a pow- 
er to make Laws and Decreey, preſcribing not oaly things 
neceſſary for common order and decency, but new federal 
Rites, and teaching _ and Symbols, ſuperadded to 
the whole Chriſtian Inftirtution ; with many more du- 
bious and unneceſſary things beſides ? and to exclude fo- 
ber and pious Chriftians, from the Priviledges that are 
proper to the Chriſtian Church, as ſuch, meerly for that 
out of conſcience towards God, they dare not admit into 
their Worſhip thoſe Additions to the Chriſtian Religion 2 
To take order they ſhall have no Paſtors, no Sacraments, 
no Aſſemblies for Worſhip? and becauſe they will not be 
ſo much more than Chriſtians, that they ſhall not be Chri- 
ſtians at all ? 

He that would go about to make theſe Inferences meerly 
from the forementioned ground, would gain to be lawght at by 
all ſober men, inſtead of a concluſion ? whatſoever better 
ſucceſs he ſhould have, who ſhould undertake to prove 
the ſame things any other way. 

This Reverend Autlior was {o wile as not to attempt 
cithcr of theſe: But then in the mean time , what doth 
the meer poſſible notion of ſuch a Church advantage his 
Caule 2 Breauſe it 15 poſſivle there mizht have been ſuch 4 
Macedonian, or ſuch a Ly4ian Church, is ſuch a one there- 
fore neceſſary ? and any other Conſtitution of a Chriſtian 
Church :mpoſſible , or unlawful ? Or becauſe the General 
meeting of the Magiſtrates of the whole City and People 
together in Pagan Athens was called 'Exwne'a, therefore 
ſuch muſt be the conſticution of a Chriſtiana Church « And 
therefore ſuch a Church hath ſuch powers from Chriſt as 
were above mentioned * 

Here, howſoever we make our ſtand, and ſay that till 


the Doctor hath proved thele two things. 
D 2 1, That 
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" *, That ſwch a Church as he hath gruen ws the notion of, as 
of « thing meerly poſſible, is atFuaily a Drvine Inſlitution, And 

2ly, That God hath given to the Eccleſtiſtical Governours in 
it never choſen by the Chriſtian Community , or to any other 
Power, to ſuper-add Inſtitutions of the nature abvve mentioned, 
and to enforce them under the mentioned Penalties, All his 
realonings that pretend to be a4 rew, are to no purpoſe, 
and do nothing ar all advantage his Cauſe, 

Yet there are {ome paſſages 19 this part of his Diſcourſe, 
that though =_ ſignitie nothing to his main purpoſe, are 
yet very remarkable, and which 'tis fit we ſhould take 
{ome notice of. 

As when p42. 16. He tells us what he means by whole 
Churches ; viz. *The Churches of ſuch Nations, which, 
*upon the decay of the Roman Empire, rclumed their juſt 
*power of Government to themſelves, and upon their 
*0wning Chriſtianity, incorporated into one Chriſtian 
© Society, under the ſame common ryes and rules of Or- 
©der and Government. As if there could be no whole 
Churches in the world that had not been of the Roman Em- 

ire, Or as if thole of the Roman Empire could not have 
been whole Churches without reſumption of the Civil Go- 
vernment, 

Or ( as we ſuppoſe he means) as if (which he intimates, 
Pp. 19.) we needed this ( lo dearly eſpouled notion as a 
ground) to acquit us from the imputation of Schiſin, in 
our ſeparating from the Church of Xe, Which cer- 
rainly it were not for the advantage of the Proteſtant 
Caule to admit : For then all that remain within the Em- 
pire, were bound to continue in the Communion of the 
Roman Church, And in the other Kingdoms, where Prin- 
ces have not reſumed their juſt right of retorming Errors 
in DoQrine, and Corruptions in Worſhip, all ſhould be 
Schiſmaticks that ſhould ſeparate from the Church of 
Rerve.,. Again, 
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Again, when p. 37. He would confute that great mi- 
«ke, the making the »or7ow of a Church barely to relate 
to AFs of i orſbip: ( A miſtake whereof I never knew any 
man guilty) He ſurely runs into as great an oppoſite mi- 
Kake, in making the notion of a Church to be »« more 
than of a ſociety of men uaited together , for th:ir Order 
and Government, according to the Rules of the Chriſtian 
Religion, Now Faith and Worthip are quite excluded 
the notion of a Church: And Order and Governmear, and 
the Rules of the Chriſtian Religion, but as they refer to 
#heſe, only included. Whence 1t will come to pals, that 
we carr have no notion of one Catho/ick Church, from which 

yet he argues at the bottom of the larte page. 

Nor, though I diſlike the thing, ds [ underſtand the 
ſtrength of che Doors Argument, againſt making the 
notion of the Church barely to relate to As of Worthip ; 
viz, That if this held true, the Church mu#t be diſſolved as ſoon 
as the Congregation is broken up, For will it not allo follow 
as well, that if the Tiotion of a Church relate only to Or- 
der and Government, every time any mecting for Afﬀeairs 
of Order and Government is broken up, the Church is 
diſſolved « And that an Aſſembly of the States in any 
Kingdom or Nation cannot break up , withour a dillo- 
lution of the Goverament * A Parliament ( at leaſt ) not 
Adjourn or be Prorogued without being dillulved 2 And 
whereas he adds, Lal tf they retain the nature of 4 Charch, 
when they do not meet together for worſbtp, then there ts ſom 
other Bond that unites them, and whatever that ts, it Con 
flitmtes the Church, Is it not poſſible there may be ſucha 
Bond for Worſhip, as well as tor Government an Ob- 
ligation to meet at ſtated times for that purpoſe, when 
they arc not met £ And then (if this were all that were 
to be laid to the contrary) why might not that Bond as 
well {erve to Conſtitute the Church 2 

Burt 
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But ſecondly, For his NR ad hominem, they need 
not detain us long, he argues trom the Judgment of the 
Alſ-mbly of Drovines, and othcrs. 

All which arguing muſt ſuppole, if 1t concern us, That 
we are bound to be of the ſame Judgment with the Mini- 
ſters that are and have been (o and lo minded, which I for 
my part underſtand not, But I perceieve here his inten- 
tion is , having endeavoured to draw us off from our 
Miniſters ; now to move another Stone, and try if he can 
draw them off trom ns. 

For the Aſſembly, I think it fit thoſe that ſurvive of them 
ſhould be as much concluded by what they then determi- 
ned, as this reverend Author by the /rc-1cam, But IFknow 
no reaſon that ſuch as they never repreſented , 'nor who 
ever pretended to be of their Party, ſhould be fo conclu- 
ded to the Worlds end. Nor do underſtand why even 
the ſame Party may not be as well {uppoled in a poſhbility 


to vary ſro it elf in fourty years, as the ſame man from 
hin 1 ici thin wweney, It they did incline to deal roo 
TT c Brethren \, that will not pultihe them 


re hardly, "Tis hoped tuch as have been to 
;, have, buing (minten, and niftered the 1. bukes of 
Aunighty, repentcd ir, and are become \. ivr: And 
when ſome think themiclves grown witcr by profperi- 
ty. others by adverſity , there 15 lets realon to ſulpect the 
latter 
Yeralio this revcrend Author ought to have confidercd 
the great diiparity of the Cales he would parallel, For 
when one ſort of meaare conlidering of having only tuch a 
frame of things tertled, as arc impoſed by Chriſt himlelf, 
whether they judge rightly or no, that he hath 1mpoicd e- 
very part of that frame,yet while they think and judge that 
he hath,and con{cquently that nothiag 15 to be abated of it ; 
'Twere very uninly argued, that theretore another ſort pro- 


telling 
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ſling to impoſe many things never impoſed by Chriſt, 
thould abate nothing of their unnecellary impoſitions, 

For ſuch as the Door quotes beſides of the Non-confor- 
miſts, acknowledging the Pariſh Churches true Churches, 
and the lawfulnels ot holding, ſometimes, Communion 
with ſome of chem. Iris nor to be thought but among {© 
many Parties as come all under one Common Notion of diſ- 
fenters from the publick rule (and whom that Rule did nor 
find one, but made them lo i» that Common Notion ) there 
muſt be great diverſity of Opinions, and proportionably 
differing practices in theſe matters, I heartily preter the 
molt moderate as | believe you do, Bur here this reverend 
Author takes occafion for (0 ignominious reflections' upon 
our Preachers, as infincere, dithoneſt and unconſcientious, 
as I doubt not in one 20 Years more his ingenuity will ob{zze 
him to repent more heartily, than everit permitted him to 
do of his /renicum, Becaule he can alledge a VCry tew Per - 
ſons, that have (poken to this purpole,therefore firlt it muſt 
be repreſented to the World as their common jrdgement, next, 
they arc charged with concealing this judgment (why :s5 
this kept up as (uch « mighty ſecret inthe treafts of thei Teach. 
ers? þp. 37.) and then it 1s endeavoured to make mer 
think they practice againſt their own judgments in prea 
ching to leperate Congregations, 

Surely you and I are concern'd, as we have occaſion, td 
ſay what we truly can, for the juſt vindication of our Mt 
niſters, I doubt not but you believe and' you have, for 
ſome, particular reaſon to be confident, it is for our ſakes they 
expoſethemlelves to the diſpicalure of ſuch men as D. Sr. 

| muſt for my part fay, 1; That I beleive-ic to be the 
judgement of very few that every Pariſly is, 4s ſ#c#;, a true 
Chriſtian Church, Iam forry | have ſuch a ground to fear 
it of oxe kind, viz, that ſome may nor be ſo, as not having 
among them any tolerable underſtanding ct the moſt con- 
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feſſed ly fundamental Principles of Chriſtian Religion. 
What lay you to ſuch «here the Miniſter is grolly ignorant 
of the Principles -f Religion, or habuually vicious, and of 
a profligate life? D.> mecr Orders make him a Miniſter 
who (perhaps fince he received them) is become deſtitute 
of the moſt eſſeatial qualifications ? any more than the ha- 
bit, a Monk © or a Beird, a Philoſopher ? Can a Mercury be 
made of every Log : Not to infiſt that this reverend Au- 
thor can ſcarce think they are, from a ground of another 
kind, becaule they aſſemble only for Worſhip and wot for Govern- 
ment, 

2. And ſurely a Church may be unht to be Communics- 
ted with although it be a true Church ; ( Thoſe wordsof 
the revercnd and worthy Dean of Canterbury carry their 

own light with them to this purpuic ) 4s 4 man 
—— may be truly and really a man, th ugh he have the 
Ph ac} plague upon him, and for that reaſon be fir to be 4- 

voided by all that wiſh well to them elves. *T 1s true 
there are vaſtly different degrees of that «2 firmeſs, ButT 
ſee not how they can apprehend there is the firmeſs whichis 
ſumply neceſſary, who judge there are conditions of Cum- 
munion impoſed that arc fintul, 

And beleive this revercad Author will think it poſſible 
a true Church may impoſe ſome (intul condiuzons of her 
Communion,in which caſc he hath determined a Nun-com- 
munion with her neccilary and unavoidable, 
ad For thoſe that are of that judgement, the Parochial 

emblies ought to be Communicated with ſo far as 15 al- 
ledged was decizred. As I know none of the dillenting 
Miniſters, that thought they ought always, and only to be 
Communicated with, fo 1 {ce nut with what pretence it 
can be ſaid they keep up their judgment herein, as a migh- 
ty ſecret. If it be (, how came this Author to have it re+ 
vealed toy him ? Is Printing it to the World keeping it fe- 
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.cret? Some have publiſhed ir i» char woy as weſec is known 
to the' Door. Others by their frequent diſcourſes; aud 
their owb pratice. And to my obſervation divers of them 
have intheir Sermons made-it much their buſineſs 'to dile 
pole the minds of their hearers to a'traly Catholick, Chri« 
ſtian Union asT have been much pleaſed totake notice ſome 
of the Conforming C doalls. Burif this be che DoQ- 
ors quarrel. with any of our Miniſters ( who think ſuch 
Communion Lawful ) that they donot eonſtamly, in eve- 
ry Sermon inculcate the buſineſs of Communicating in the 
Ceremonial way, for my part I ſhall blame them as much 
as he, when once he hath made it very evident, rhat the Ce- 
remonies are- more — and hkely to do moregood 
£0 the ſouls of men thaa repentance, the fairh of the Gu(- 
;the fear of God,a good life in this world,andeternal life 
n the —_ _ I confeſs are _ wy _ ſubjes; 16 
far as I have had opportunity to obſerve;of their ing. 
Andlet meadd, rhat1 concel you of a fecrert which hon 
might be apttothiok ( as it is real; oo) is # fs and 
much more «wright eouſly kept up in one mans that 
may be conſcious of a great dehgr in it. --- The Author "of 
the Book intitled the-Weapon Salve, i or Irenicuns, ſeems to 
have found it ſome inconveniency to him, to-have been the 
Authorof fo good a Book, whereupow'in a ecrtain Soliloguy 
( though he is pleaſed to repreſent it as a #ripertite Didloget) 
he askes himfelf his own opinion of it, and gives himſelf 
this anſwer, 4 will rellyou freely ( as you know- men-ulc 
_ liberty in talking with themſelves, though pru- 
ence would dire& that to be dine in ſome cafes, with 
Caution, and not to talk inconvenient things tov 
oud, left they be roo much overheard ). {beleive there we 
thing tn it, which if D, St, were to write now, he wiuld 
wot have ſaid, for there are ſome. things which ſbew his Touth 
and want of due —_—— in which he yielded ror-far, 
"Pp ce 
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2 ſtumbling block ia the way of the blind, 


. «nd chat he began his life at the wrong cad, that he was 
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&c. Now here ( I beleive he had begua t> be in- 
clin'd ro throw away, has Salve, and uſe oaly the #r#zon for 
the Wounding of ſound parts, got the cutting off the incu- 
rable, yet) 1 conceive one may (afcly enough take it for 
granted, his intention was net to retract the whole Book, 
But whereas be tells us not what he 4b, (how would the 
Door take it if,0ne ſhould ask) why is this kept up 35 ſuch 
* 2 mighty (ecret in bis own brealt £ Or ſa the tenderneſanf 
* bas mind might, "tis likely, ont of meer fac aweſs keeps 

* bins from declaring againlt what his own Cooſcicnce 
© him is truth. However his retratation cannot make thar 
which wastrue become falle, The reafon of things is (ullen, 
and will not aker tolerve mens conveniences. Perhaps in» 
deed bis judgment is really altered. I therefore he would 
@Cquit himſelf like an honeſt and conſeientions man,let him tell 
the world ny be che permaous principles of thae 
Book,thet and conſciencious men who have thoughs 
well of. many things io it, ( and perhaps the (ame things 
which he Bow dilagpproves ) may not > EIT 1 
by the ſbews.of Realon that deceived himlelf, and by which 
he deceived them., The (ame juſtice that obli _—_ hy 
ob- 
ge him a who hath laid « : ans 

one act. profe another copmues , Tor we 

not 08 bis authority, -which he hath himſclf ſo much di- 
miniſded ,. bux 0n the reafons he allodged, which if they 
were fallacious, let him fhew wherein, and anſwer his 
own reaſons, To fay the truth, the gravity and ſerioul- 
nels wherewich that: Book was written, 4a to.have 
1irtle of the yowb ina, in fon of the jooularity, 
EE Cement wet ns Eee 
unpartant 
Cates of Conſcience, that it ſeems as a Prodigy in Nature, 


old 
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old in his youth , and reſerved his pueritiry to his more 
9, Bur we hoperhere is a great refidue behi 
wherein he may have rtuniry and incliaatioa to 
the World, that he did not repent the prows defign of that 
Book: Or, at lesſt-with z repentance that (can, as well 
as that) ought tobe repented of. | 

4. And whereas fuck of the diſſenting Miniſters , as 


have moſt declared for communmcating at ſome 
times with ofthe Parochial Churches, have alſo de- 
chred - their j of the lawfulneſs and neceflity 
of Hearing , and doing other Religious 


Duries in alſo. If now gither the 
Door diſcern not the confiftency of theſe things, or rhey 
diſcern not their inconſiſtency, 1s there nothing to be 
faid or thought bur that acquit wot themſeburs like ho- 
neſt and wiiows men? Muſt it be taken for a demon: 
firarion of « mans want of honeſty and conſcience , n 
be- preſently of the Do&tors Opinion in every thing ? or 
not to lee every conſequence which he ſces, or thioks 
he ſees * 
-' Bur let us conſider the goodneſs of this Conſequence, 
which it muſt be fo great a piece of 'difhoneſty nor to dif: 
cern. Ifit' be rhe dury of ſome to communicate ſameriaes 
with ſeme Pariſh-Churches (for this is the moſt the DoQtor 
could make of that Relators Conceftion, whoor fit” cites 
p. 21, 22. of hisSermon ) Therefote ir is rhe dury of eve- 
ry one to communicate with any Parifh-Church where 
his abode is,fo conftagtly and entirely as never to have 
communion with any otherwiſe freeman Frm. 3g 
This is the thing mu} be to his purpoſe inter'd, yes 
and he would have itbe from ſomewhat a lower premiſe, 
For he tells vs, p. 37. © That he dare fay, if moft of the 
© Preachers at this day in the ſeparare Meetings were ſo- 
©berly | meme ned cine devs. (only) 
2 * for 
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*forthe.people to joyn with us ia the publick Aflemblies, 
©rhey would not deny it. He (urely dare not fay that 
the meaning was, that K was lawyl conſtantly to jayn 
with themamn «ll thezr. Parechial Aſſemblies, noles he dare 
(4. what he hath.nos, fromany of them, the leaftground 
to think. Now hereupon (he collets, p.. 38, that our Mi- 
niſters cannaadeclire ſomych tw 4 ſeparate Congregation, but 
this truth mult fly iagbeir faces: Becauſe he ſuppoſerh is 
repugpant 4, to preach at all 19-3 ſeparate &- 
tivn ( avd yet afterwards on the, ſame page,, be fo, well «- 
Brees with himſelf, as to, bid.cthemy sf hey mueld- acquit 
themlelves hike honeſt and conſcientious men, tell the people 
plainly that they look ops our Churches 45-true Churches, and 
that they may lawfully communicate with us in, Prayers and $4 
craments : And where are they tq tell,them.{o,, bur io the 
ſeparate Congregations ? ſingly and ſeveraly he knows is 
were impoſſible, Nor do I think he would, reckon Hone- 
ſty and Conſcience obliging themco come agd tell the peg- 
ple. ſo in their Congregations.) | 
Now I am afraid there are bur a very few honeſt 'aad 
conſcientious: men in the World at this day, if - gong arc 
ta ga for ſuch; bus who can perceive the firength- and 
rc blenels of the above-mentioned conſequeace; 
| that you. may further fee what reaſon, «w Minifters 
may have, notwith(tagdiag. all the alledged Conceſhons, 
to admiaſter. in, the Worſhip of God jn-ear. Aſſemblies y 
though it were peyes Jo much, their; common univerſal 


Hue i. that xe [axlriy might, ſometimes comma- 


cate. io, ſome; ofche,Parechial, let us caofider, That, in 
e more populous and frequented places, as with you at 
London, for gon 2:27 the CES cant _ouve, ſome 
not « tenth. part,, fone. got _halt-gt .the people, belongi 
to them, few capreceive, all. Methinks good men ſhc 
ags..be offeaded.that multitudes. do in this diftrels relieve 


them- 
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rim Hor other places for neceflary 
chough it he the inclinations of the _— 
tg di andre way. and that ( as it can be nothjag 
Ale) ) and ahough places for their reſort /be not every 
where moſt oe ſituate. for. their- reſort, where 
there is moſt. need, ( which. mult be taken not always 
whe it were moſt deſirable, but where they can be had.) 
hey that have = th _ go $0 þ Hn0es at 4 

jo ry ms rage ace;, 4nan _—_— hither 10 -g0 
hould be provided 
for in ef aupy _ none. « %pf the mean time; 
the Churches orcby conforming Miniſters, in (uch 
populous place arg onby fill'd,as have beca inform'd, 


and haye pe py he oblerve..,' ,, 

0.pot aeolieics of a much. lower nature oblige ws tO 
reacde from rules $ It is well known here is 
a law agaioſt relieving, ſuch as beg .out of +qhcir. own, Pa+ 
riſhes. Bur if one. find upon the road luch a:;poor wretch 
ready to periſh, am; I notbouad, notwithſtanding, if I can, 
to releive him, And who-would think: ia; luck a cale'l 
tranſgreft the true. intention of the Law # 

Yea and Gods own Laws reſpecting Kitmels, Common Or- 
der,and the external part of Religion, were by hig owa dire- 
Qion to yield to far lc!s urgent neceſſities. Ts the plucking. aw 
Aſi or Ox out of. a Ditch, how much more the fouls of men £ 
Heve we wot read what David did when he was an bungred, 
and they that were with him, boy e,ctred, inga the. Houſe of 
God, and did eat the bread, u 6h 1Þ was wot <p forhins- 
to eat, neither for 1 which were.with him, but onty fer. the, 
Prieſts, How exprelly is it aHedged by our blelled Saviour, 
- ;ainſt thoſe nice an Phe Oblervers and Urgers ok. 

letter of the FOR KIN Iwill: have, mercy aud, 


jor ſacrifice, he were willing .toabatg. ar ſacxifice. ro: 
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towards mens bodies, how monirory and repreheafive thonld 
that be to ſuch mercileſs perſons, 'zs Would have the very 
of men themſelves be ſacrifices 19 their flirff end unyielding 
humor: ! Pofitive Laws ceale to bind when, by accidenr, 
they thwart the Law: of Nature. '- Which' binds to no- 
thing more deeply than the endeavour of ſaving ones own 
Soul, and ( within the bounds of his catfing ) his Neigh- 
bours as his own. | _—_— 
W hat if meny of our Miniſters think it /: and, at 
ſome times, '« davy to joyn in fomeof the ick Aſem- 
ting aportu- 


niey, and fo gene accefcks leybeſbeethemg 
nity, and fo urgent ay t ter duty, 
This reverend Author tells ns, very pertinearly go this ON | 

ſe, when he was dechiming againſt ws and our - 
p. 31. of tris Sermon : © It is n great fauttamoog fome 


* who —_— reat nicene(s in fome pyfſtive dries, that 
* they have little regard to comparative aatier : Por that 
* which may be a duty 1n one caſe, when it comes to thwart 
* a greater duty, may be none. This Doctrine we learn 
© from our bleſſed /Szvionr in the caſe of the obligarion of 
*the Sabbath ; which he makes to yield roduries of meecy. , 
© And can we think that a Daty Tying npon us, which; ia 
©ur circumſtances, makes afar greater Duty impraQible 2 
We acknowledge Order and Unity very lovely and defira- 
ble things, but we think ir of groum importance that the 
Miniſters with whom ſuch fault is found condu@ men, 
though not in ſo accurate Order (which they cannot help) 
ro Heaven, than terthem go in the beft Order, yea ( and as 
the caſe is) without any at all, ro hell. 
And what thongh rhe neceffity of many of us ariſe from 
_ evrown Scraples, and whar thoſe ſcruples were 
C—— , dorh it follow we muft be 
toperiſh; When our very Error if we be wil- 
ling to admit convition (as we faacerely are conkd the 
matter 
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matter 2dmir it ) is not. imputable' to us for « ſin © This 
Author wasonce plealied to make it one of his propolals for 
accommodation, p. 64.0t his /renicem , © That no ſand» 
* ons be made, nor aulcts or penalties be inflicted on ſuch, 
Rn —_ from the ule of ſomechings, whole law- 
{fulneſs they at prefeat ſcruple , till ſufficient time and 
* mc40s be uicd for their information of the nature and in- 
© differency of the things, that it may be ſeen whether it be 
© out of wilful contempt, and obſtinacy of Spirit, or only 
* weakneſs of conicience and diſlactisfation concerning the 
© things theanſel ves, that they dilobey, And if it be made 
* evident £0 be out of; contempt, that only fuch penalties be 
« inflicted as aalwer to the nature of the offence, * where 
be 44ds, *I amfureit is contrary to the Primitive practice, 
© and the moderation then uled, ro fulpend and deprive men 
© of their Miaiſterial function for not conforming in habies, 
* peftures, or the like. Which he atakes good. by follow- 
wg ioftances. beyond his own peelent) concradiction. It is 
I for jarh ite things, ww, it s2houghtio high- 
ly juſt, that our Minafters are totally to be kepr'out of the 
Muniſtery, and we out of the Ghugch, and the way of Sal- 


vation! arc theſe hs you xs cyea where 
conterapt ©:290 what art they when, chrough 
Gods mercy, zbere appears noe.the kealh cplour.of 14 2 

- Is meer &rupling aa bumane devioe in the wortkksp of 
Gad, 2nd an inebilicy to ecwith ocher mens eyes; and tg 
mould and form our padgemeots and conkciences, as forme 
other men can do theirs, a crime (o menpiable, that norbing 
te(s chan our crerbal ruine can fatiafy ori © They kanws 
who have read the Turksb Hiſtory , hes. 'meer ſoruple 
that necrfity upon the Garriſon of Sfetigrade ig 


8cangerbegs daics, that, rather than dripk of water which 
they thought polluted, they ouſt either ſurrender, G_- 
rifh. Ifanother paoſluble way could have beep founy 10 up 

Py 
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pl ithem, was it fit they and the” Town ſhould eathuy be 
oft. than their unreaſonable ſeruple be born with? \@r 
ſhould they, in that exigency, be ſtilt-Held co it; to drink of 
that very water or none? We think we have greater reaſon 
to urge for our ſcruples, we think our necellity is greater, 
the caſe more' important, And God deliver us from-ſuch 
Paſtors, as will.not think ſo rao, and-value ſouls at an high- 
er Rate, | 
'Our caſe being thus,. we apply ourſelves to Miniſters, 
bound by their calling and Ohce to attend the Aﬀairs of 
the ſouls of men,they are at lealure, have nothing elſe to 
do, they may nor live idfe and uſeleſs in the World, This 
is their proper buſineſs, Whatever their Opinion is about 
the things woſorbple -( and we believe ir is moſtly the fangs 
with ours ) we ſee not how they can, or dare, deny us the 
help of their Minifterial labours, we thank God that they 
dare not.” | And ſhould they-daily (pend thar pains upon us 
to urge us'£0 the-Ceremonial way, as we-belcive they 
would do it wory heartleſly (wiſhog things to be in that 
reſpe@; otherwiſe im the'Chriſtian Church; as well as we) 
ſo would their labour in that kind be unprofitable, and 


gegen. rr to us. Nor do we think it needs any 
Gort of mortifiedneſs in them: ( as ——_——— 
der that Notion )-not to ſend us away unedifh'd and grio- 
ved from rheit ions ſo much as a ifiedae(s 
in their love of ſouls, and their ſenſe of eternal concern- 
ments,z W herein too many others, have attained to a great 
degree of mortificarion. | 

now (my Honored: Friend) what thiok of 
our cauſe 2- Ler-us ſeriouſly conſider it, not coconding tO 


the appearance which-it will have to a Captious Sophuſti- 
cal Wit But as you will apprehend rw hedivls the eyes 
of our ſupream and final Judge z. conſidering allo: the ſame 
Bleſſcd Jeſus, as that mighty Redecme 


r and Lover of Souls, 
who 
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who once ſuffered the juſt for the unjuſt to bring them to 
God. Bring the matter before him, with whom you are 
ro expect no tricks, but molt plaia and equal dealing. And 
bethink your lelt, wherher of thele two things he will be 
more likely to have regard unto, The ſaving of Souls, which 
he bought with lus blood - or,The preſerving inViolate Cer - 
tain humane inſtitutions and rules, confeſſed by the deviſers of 
them not to be neceſſary to the being of the Church which com- 
mon reaſon ices unnecellary to its well bers, to its external 
order and decency ( evidently as great without them ) 
which this Author makes fureiga thereto, when he tells us, 
that matters of order and decency are allowable and fitting, but 
Ceremonies properly taken for atHons ſignificative, and therefore 
appointed becauſe ſugnificatrve their lawfulneſs may with better 
ground be ſcrupled, lren. p. 68. And which experience ſhews 
to be deſtructive, As whereby logreat numbers, not only 
of his labourers are to be diſcarded, bur of living, flourt- 
ſhing plants to be torn up by the roots, and all thrown - out 
of his vineyard together 2 

For my own part I muſt profeis not to have the leaſt 
doubt concerning the thing it ſelf which we and our Mini- 
ſters do, and practice, it is only our common great 
concern , to be very-caretul with what temper of Sft= 
rit, and with what deſizn we do it. It ſhould to the 
uttermoſt be endeavoured to be done with all meeknelſs 
and humility , with all poſſible reverence to Authority, 
abhorrence of the leaſt rea! contempt, and unfeigned re- 
gret there ſhould be any appearance of it, though never 
lo unavoidable, With a delign only to glorifie God, and 
promote the common ſalvation ; Not to make or ſerve 
a party, or advance any other intereſt than that of 
meer ſubſtantial Chriſtianity and Godlineſs, Let us co- 
vet this temper of mind , and where we (ce perſons of 
real worth, and of a true latitude and largeneis of Spi- 
F rit, 
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rit, commenſurate to the Chriſtian intereſt, that fall in 
with the publick conſtiturion, value and love them nothing 
the leſs, than if their judgments about thele leſler things 
were never {0 exactly (quared with our own, and {o much 
more, by how much they may excell us in far greater and 
more valuable things. Andþf it be our lot to luffer under 
the notion of cw1/ doers for doing what we take to be our du- 
ty, let it be according to the Doctors wholeſome Counlel 
with an unrepining patience, and with much thankfulneſs 
both to God and our Rulers that we have enjoy'd fo much 
tranquillity; and with that cheertulneſs that becomes thoſe 
that expect a blciſed eternity z and to betranſlatedere long 
into a pure and peaceful region, where we are to lerve 
God, in ſociety even with many of them who have been 
offended with us, without (cruple or trouble to ourſelves 
or them. If with ſuch diſpoſitions and aims we perliſt in our 
courſe, while our caſe is attended with tuch circumſtanccs 
as now it is3 Ihaveno fear, I ſincerely profels to you, of 
our acceptance with God, and, ſooner or later, with all 
good men, 
Upon the whole matter, I conceive the honeſt Cauſe 
'0u were lo deeply concerned for, 1s really unharm'd, and 
hope you apprehend it roo; and that therefore your 
fear a, deſpondency was caulJels, as if it could not out- 
live this atrempt againſt ic by Door Sr, As you there- 
fore ſee how capable it is of defence againlt him, I ſhall 
not forget the other part of my undertaking : bur ſhall 
Secondly, Say ſomewhat ( as yours ſufficiently lets me 
ſee there 15 Cauſe) in his juſt detence agaialt you, And 
really Sir, though that be an untoward thing to diſpute 
againſt, I find it needful to defend him only againſt your 
aner, i, &, thi exceſs of it: Which although zt can no 
more harm him, than he hath done the Caule ; and con- 
ſequently the bluating and breaking us edge ( which is 
the 
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the thing T aimat ) cannot advantage him, yet it will do 
him right ; and ( which was the thing I firſt intended ) 
'twill be an advantage and kindneſs to you. 

I mult here indeed tell you, that I cannot blame you 
for being in ſome meaſure offended, as I can excuſe the 
DoRor but in part. I do diilike as well asyou two things 
c{pccially in his way of managing this bulinels; viz, His 
too great acrimony, and too 11tHe ſeriouſneſs, 

For the former it 1s to0 evident, and I heartily pity him 
ſor it, that he ſhould ſo forget, and (ufter himſelf to be 
traniported beyond the rules of Chriltianity and Pru- 
dence neither of which would allow him, (and1 am 
ſure within the compals of the former, his Text would 
not ) ſo to make himlelt a Standard to all other men, as 
to ſuppole no man can be honeſt or conſcientious that is 
not of his mind in the matters he then undertook to con- 
trovert , or that ſhould not judge of the connections of 
things as he did : I cannot think it hath added to his Re- 
putation to reflect (o grolly before ſuch an Aſſembly, upon 
a whole Party of Men that are, many of them, well known 
in the World, and who, in point of Integrity, are (o little 
liable to be ſuſpeted, that an attempt to blemiſh them 
upon fo flight a pretence, and in matter of fait, ſo untrue, 
could not but recoil upon himſelf ; eſpecially with theme 
that ſhall impartially compare their Induccments to pre- 
varicate with what he hath. 

Ani for the other, it were indeed to have been wilht, that 
upon ſo grave and lolemn an Occaſion he had forborn }e#ts, 
elpecially of that nature; as for inſtance, ſuch mortif'd and 
conſeient 101 mon, and the moſt rodly caſt endare to 


C47 7 
be told of their fanlts, &#c. Which expreſſions any one that 
conſiders: his ſcope, will underſtand to be Ironical; and 
that conſiders the matter, to be ſomewhat bold Ironics*, 
and the eccafion, to be cauileſs ones, Inalinuch as it is 
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not impoſſible, that truly mortified and conſcientious men 
may delire opportunities to do God Service inthe World, 
in a way tliat hediihikes. And it may conliſt with real 
Godlinels, not to count all thoſe things Faults, which he 
takes to be (uch, And indeed rm his Dedication, his way 
of avertiag the report of thoſe ii min, that he intended to ſtir 
wp the Ma 21ſtrates and Judges to a Perſecution of the Diſſenters, 
is, to any conſidering man, iporttul and ludicrous, viz. 
Oftcring them only ſuch a way of — Pcriecution, as 
whereupon a man may ſhun ſuffering, if he pleale, from 
any party of men 1n the world, as ſ#ch, by being in every 
thing of their mind and way: But which in effect grants 
the Charge which he would avoid,that if we will not be (o 
united to his Party, we were to expect nothing but utmolt 
rigor. One would rather have thought he ſhould have be- 
dew'd that Diſcourſe with Tears, which had i» i: ſelf, moſt 
manifeſtly ſo awful and tremendous a Delign: As not 
only the devoting of fo great Numbers, that might poſhbly 
not be convinced, and per{waded by him, to a temporal 
ruine ; but the depriving them of the ordinary means cf 
their ſalvation. And that, if he thought it neceſſary for the 
preſerving of Order in the Church, they ſhould be lo dea!r 
with ; he ſhould have ſpoken of their Caſe with greateſt 
compaſſion and tenderneſs, not with derifion and con- 
tempt. 

Yet I would have you uſe Icninives with yourſelf, and 
calm your own (piritz andI wiſh you were capable of con- 
tributing any thing to the moderating and pacifying his 
to0. That though he have been angry unprovok'd, and 
with aſfort of men, that have everreipectcd and honour- 
ed him as it he had'been of themiclves , his anger that hath 
been w/thout cauſe '( as you know perhaps who ina like cx- 
prefſion blames the exorbitancy ot another paſhon ) may 


10t ally be without end, Atlealt Ipray you take heed you 
1 
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do not deſerve the like ſhirp repartee; which the Cynick met 
with from that nable Piloſopher, that he taxed his pride with 
greater pride ; that you exceed not the heats whereof you 
complain, It he will {ti!! retain his fervour, let him be 
angry alone, And lis dipleafure have its continuance, 
with as litt!e influence or concomitancy of yours ( and1 
could with i any other mans ) as ( for ought I know, ) it 
had its beginning. And that ſince he thinks of betus a Sacri. 
fice, he may only burn gently in lus own flame, which he 
may moderate as he pleaſe, and I hope will ſeaſonably cx- 
tinguilh, betore he have ſuffered much harm by ir. 

For the qualifying of your own too great reſentment and Of- 
fence ; I would have you conſider how great reaſon you 
have to believe, thac this blow came only from the (ſome- 
what miſgovern'd) hand of a pious and good man. Be ir 
far from you to imagine otherwiſe. If you think he was 
to blame for intimating lulpicions of their fincerity whom 
he oppoſes, make not yourlelf equally blameable, by admit- 
ting, hereupon, a», concerning his. Which would argue a 
mean narrow {pirit, and a moſt unwarrantable fondacls of 
a party, as if all true Religion and Godlineſs wereb»und 
up1n tt, 

And if it look untovely in your eyes: to fee one of much 
avowed latitude and enlargednels of mind, and capable up- 
on that account cf being the more univerſallylerviceable xa 
the Chriitian Chuch,turlaking that comprehenſiverntercſt, (a 
far as to be ingalft into a2arty upon a private and diſtin baſir, 
conlider what alpe& the ſame thing would have in your- 
felt. And never make his difference with you in this mat- 
ter, a reaſon to yourſeit of an hard judgment concerning 
him , who can, you mult conſider, differ no more from: us, 
than we do from him 

Beleive him, 1» the ſubſtance of what he ſaid, to ſpeak ac- 
cording, to his preſent judgment. Think how gradually 
and 
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and inſenſibly mens judgments alter, and are formed by 
their converſe, That bis circumſtances have made it nece{- 
ſary to him to converle moſt for a long time, with thoſe 
who are fully of thit mind which he here diſcovers, that 
his own real worth mult have drawn into his acquaintance 
the beſt and molt vajuable of them, and ſuch f-r whom he 
might not only have a kindnels,but a reverence, and who, 
theretore, mult have the more power and influence upon 
him. to conform his ſentiments to their own, 

We ourſclves do not know, had we been, by our circum- 
ſtances, led to aſſuciute and converile moſtly with men of 
another judgment, what our own would have been, And 
they that are wout to diſcover molt conhdence of theme 
ſelves, do ulually but diſcover moſt 1gnorance of the nature 
of man ; and how lutle they conlider the power of exter- 
nal objeRs and inducements to draw mens minds this way 
or that, Nor indeed, as to mattcrs of this nature, can any 
man be contident that the Grace of God ſhall certainly incline 
him to be of this, or another opinion or practice in theſe 
matters ; b:cauſe we find thole that we have reaſon to be- 
lieve have great alliſtances of divinz grace are divided a- 
bout them, and go not all one way. 

We may indeed be confident that had the ſame conſide- 
rations occur'd to us which have, we ſhould have bcen of 
the ſame mind and judgment that we arc. But it is very 
ſuppoſable that ſome accidental occaſions might poſſibly 
have happencd, that might hinder our aux! taking up 
ſuch conſiderations, though the things to be conlidered were 
not unknown to us. And not that only, but that might 
prevent our nowing, even matters of Fact, that have ſigni- 
ty'd not a little to the determining our judgments that way 
which they now incline to. 

And I do particularly believe (as I doubt not but God 
is graciuully prelcat with thoſe that in the — of 
the'? 
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their hearts have choſen to (erve him in the way which the 
Law preſcribes io) that if Door 57, had known what 
Proofs there are of that ſame gracious preſence, in thele (o 
much cenſured Meetings, his thoughts would have been 
very different of them trom what they are. I do not (peak 
of proſelyting men tv a Party, winch | heartily delpile as 
a mean and inconliderable thing: But have known lome, 
and heard of many Llaitances of very ignorant and profane 
perſons, that have been led, perhaps by their own curio- 
ſity, or it may be, by the per|waltun of ſome Neighbour 
or Friend, to hear and lee what was done in luch Mect- 
nj that have (through Gods bleſſing, upon fo deſpi- 
ſed means) become very much reformed men, and ( tor 
ought that could be judged) (erious and (incere Chriſtians. 
And whereas lome, that have very prejudicial thoughts of 
all that frequent ſuch Mcetings, may be apt to ſulpe@ all 
effects of that kind, to be nothing elle but illulions of fancy, 
or a diſpoſition ( at leaſt) tro Enthuſialin, or an artificial 
and induſtrious hypocrilie z I am very confident that it the 
Doctor had had the opportunity, frequently to oblerve and 
converſe with luch, as we have had, and heard the ſobriety 
and confiſtency of their diſcourſe, and (een the unaffected 
ſimplicity, humility,and heavenlinels of their converſation, 
he could not have allow'd b1m/(c/f the liberty of ſuch hard 
cenſures, but would have judged of many ſuch perſons as 
you and 1 do, 

Upon ſuppoſition of all which, I make little queſtion 
but it would have been very remote trom him to with that 
ſo many perſons had rather lived in fin, and perithed tore- 
ver; than have been brought to repentance and a good lite, 
by being now and then at a ſeparate Meeting, 

So that for the ſulſtance of what he hath ſaid againſt [web 
Meetings,we have realon to impure it to [is judgment z and 

15 judgment to luch circumlitances, very much, as I have 
mentioned, 


( 46) 
mentioned, that have led him the way he hath taken, and 
not given him opportunity to know what might have be- 
got a better opinion in him of the way which he oppoſes. 

But fer the manner of his treating of this lubje&, That I 
impure to the prevalency of ſome prelent temptation, and 
hope he did not exprels in that Sermon his habitual temper, 
And am highly confident, notwithſtanding what he hath 
laid in it; if it were in his power, we might even ſafely 
truſt him to preſcribe us terms, and ſhould feceive no hard 
ones trom him, 

Somewhat it is likely he was expected (and might be 
urged ) were this buſineſs. And his own thoughts, be- 
ing (et a work, fermented into an intemperate heat, which 
it i5to be hoped, will in time evaporate. 

If I may freely ſpeak to you my own thoughts, he ſeems 
to deal in this buſineſs as one that forced himſelf to lay ſome- 
what, For though I apprehend he ſpeaks his judgment, yet 
the expreſſing it in this time and manner he might regret, 
And becauſe it might appear a becoming thing to him to 
ſeem earneſt ; The temptation nn with him ( a- 
gainſt his habitual inclination ) to ſupply with ſharpneſs, 
the defect of reaſon ; which the poverty of the Caule af- 
forded not. For realy his reaſonings are faint, unconclud- 
ing, and unlike Doctor Stilling flect, So that if any ex- 
pected this performance from him, one may think (and 
this ought 1n ſome part to excule him) that, belides ſome 
little Alourithes of I15 reading and wit, he teems only to 
have lcnt them his name. Which however I pray you let 
{till be of great value with you. And rurn your diſpleaſure 
into ſerious carneſt praying for him, that his ſpirit may 
not be further harm'd ; that, amidit his many temptations, 
he may be delivered and preſcrved from being at all puft up 
or any way imbittercd, and that fo valuable a perſon be not 
loſt, or 1n the leaſt degree,rendred lels ulctul to the —_— 
® 
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of God. And that all that know his more inward conver- 
ſation may diſcern in his frequent ſavoury dilcourſes, in his 
continued ſerious calling upon God ia his family, in his rea- 
dine(s to do good, eſpecially to the fouls of men, in his apt- 
neſs to condeſcend to thoſe that are much beneath him, how 
great the Efficacy is, of divine Grace, And that, through 
the power of it, a great meaſure of Wir, learning, applaule, 
and ſecular SORRY not only conſiſt with vivid god- 
line(s, and ſincere devotednels to the Interelt of Religion, 
but contribute abundantly to the ſervice and diffuſion 
thereof in the World. 7 am very ſerious in this advice to you. 
Nor, thanks be to God, have ſo low or profane thoughts of 
prayer (which hath ever born ſo great a partin the Religi- 
on of all times, nations, and forts of men) as tothink it 
will ſignifie nothing. Eſpecially when the deſign of it is 
not meaand private, but ſuch wherein all good men will 
Uaite. 

I little doubt but ifever there ſhall be good days, and an 
happy ſtate of things on Earth, a factious Zeal for Parties 
will become a contemptible thing : And all the diſcrimina- 
tive Accretions to Religion, which are leverally ſcanda- 
lous to all other Parties e their own, who embrace 
any ſort of them ( too probably for the ſake of ſome ſecu- 
lar intereſt or other which is hoped to be gratified and en- 
aged thereby) will be ſpontaneoulſly quitted and aban- 

oned by all Parties from an over-powring ſenſe and 
grateful reliſh of ſubſtantial Religion it ſelf; i. e. Entire 
devotedneſi to God and the Redeemer, with the joyful expetta- 
tion of the bleſſedneſs of the other World : And fo all become 
one, 

But is this to be done while we ſleep and do _— 
Or have we in our Circumſtances, any thing to do, by 
which we may hope to contribute ſo much towards it 4s 
by Prayer ? By this means ( - men of fincere and pious 


, 
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Minds, did with univerſal and abſtrged Aims, apply 
themlelves to this grear Duty) we are to reckon the blet 
ſed Spirir of Holineſs, love, and peace, would be more and 
more drawn #mto conſent, Do you your own part herein, 
you will find your own preſent advantage by it: It will 
fill you with gbod thoughrs, hopes, and expectations. The 
kindly benign influences whereof, will pleaſantly qualifie 
and temper your Spirit z and make you know bow much 
more gratcful an Inhabitant that Charity is, which think- 
cth no evil, beareth all things, belicverh all things, ho- 
peth all things , endureth all things, than frowardnels, 
diſcontent, vexation, and anger, at any one that thinks 
and ſpeaks otherwiſe, than youdid expe or wiſh. Inſti 

upon luch rhings in Prayer, as wherein it may reaſonably 
be expected good men ſhall generally agree with you. You 
have the more reaſon to expect being heard; yea, and 
ought to hope the $Sprrit of this Perſon, whom you have 
takea ſuch offence at, will be reſcued out of temptation,, 
and be drawn into fu#t conſent with you. For you have no 
cauſe to doubr, but that he hath thoſe Principles wrought 
intothe rempcr of his Mind, which need only reſuſc:ta- 
tion, that they may diſpoſe him to union with the whole 
body of {ober and(ertous Chriſtians of his own way, or 
ot others, ( whenſoever that can be ſcaſonably endeavour- 
ed tor) upon more probable and hopeful terms than he 
hath propoled in this Sermon. Therefore be you ſerious and 
fervent in Requolts to this purpoſe, as you have that love 
to God and his Church , which you profeſs ; and that 
value for this worthy Perſon which I reckon you till 


ought to have: or (it that can be fit to be added ) any 
kindacls for 
Ir, 


Tour affettionate Servant, &e, 
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Ince my writing theſe Pages, I hear of Anſwers to the 
Dean's Sermon ; which , in ſo remote a Corner, I 
have had no opportunity to ſee: What is here written 
may therefore ( upon comparing ) be cammunicated, or 
fuppreſſed, as ſhill be thought tit. 

And ſo I ſhould rake leave of you, but that ir may be 
needful, whereas I have principally confidercd in thele 
Papers, the cale of ſuch as think it unlawful ro joyn in the 
publick Aſſemblies, to add ſomewhat ( whomlſoever it 
may ſerve) in reference to their caſe that think other- 
wile, Forto fay thetrurth, this is here the more common 
caſe: And though the Dodtor believes they that frequent 
the ſeparate Meetings, do generally judge 1t unlawtul to joyn 
in the Publick , Howloever it is with you, (and it 1s likely 
the Dottor ſpeaks of what is more within the compals of 
his own knowledge, or theirs who inform him : ) It 1s 
with us in this part of this Country quite contrary, And I 
may truly ſay, that i thi p/ace (and others where I have 
ſomerimes occaſionally been ) the generality of them who 
come to the other Mectings do alſo attend the Publick. 

Now theſe may perhaps think themſelves left under 
blame. and may apprehend the Doctors Conſequence 1s 
ſtrong againſt chem, £ that if occaſional Communion be 
lawful, conſtant Communion mult be a Duty : ] Which 
he no doubt, underitands excluſively of any diltin&t way 
of Communion. 

And if indeed they judge that Conſequence [trong, I 
would fain know what hurt rhcy can thiok it doth them ? 
Why ſhould any man be afraid of his duty £ or of the 
truth which makes it known © And, it hercupon, they 
G 2 Can, 


(50) 
can, with the ſatisfaction of their own Conſciences, wave 

all othe®opportunities of worſhipping God with others of 

his People, they have the leſs ro do : And why ſhould they 
complain who are fatisly'd ? 

But ia ſhort, cither they apprehend ſuch other additi- 
onal means, a real neceſſary help and advantage tothem, 
or they. do not. Jf they do not, they have no caule to 
trouble themſelves, nor to grudge that fo much is faid for 
others, . Whole, for. ought I know, may, as the Door 
thinks, (for I cannor make an eſtimate from this or that 
little ſpot ) be the much more common cale. If they ab, 
they have little reaſon to be concern'd about the Doctors 
Conlequence: Which 1 much wonder if he himſelf can 
thiak ſtrong. Ir hath not, you ſee, been altogether over- 
look't in the foregoing Diicourle : And if any feel them- 
ielves wounded by it; He is lo great an Achilles, that they 
may have their Wound and Healing from the ſame Hand, 

For, as hath been noted from him 1n his Preface to the 
Irenicum, he (cems plainly to intimate, that mer have no 
Charter, or Grazt of Divine Power, to make other Condi- 
tions of Church-Communion than Chriſt hath made, 

It (0, then the Conditions by which this Way of Communion 15 ” 
diſtinguiſhed from the other, ( ſuppoſing they be lawful 

are ſtill, 1» themſelves, matter of liberty, not of auty : And lo 

tis left tro the prudence of a Chriſtian todetermine him ( 

in all Itke caics) this way or that; as will make molt tf 

the common good, conlilteatly with that of his own Souh, 

That 1s Sin or Dity, which in this or that cale, will do\, 
more hurt or good. There being no particalar rule ro | 


guide a mans practice, he muſt have recourſe to that ge- \ 

weral one : By which it may be my duty, upon lome great do 
realon, todo that, at exe 219944, which for as great rea(on, | 
Ll ought not todo in a continued courle, And it is highly 


commend- 
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commendable, when a Chriſtian underſtands the latitude 
which the Zaw of Chriſt hath left him, Is, in his own Spi- 
rit , exempt from lervile reſtraints, by other imagined 
bonds: And can with a generous liberty ( pure from baſe 
ſelf-reſpefs ) turn himlelt this way or that, as ſhall make 
moſt for the ſervice of the ends he lives for. And when 
any accordingly ule that liberty, 'tis a fancy of none but 
half- wirted perions, to think they muſt therefore addi&t 
themſclves to this or that Party. 

If a mans calecome to be (o ſtated, that he hath reaſon 
to apprehend it will do more good than hurt to others, that 
he own a ſort of Chriſtians, who have particularly modified 
themſelves, other wile than they needed, by any divine in- 
junction. ( or by any that God hath empowr'd men to put 
them under) by communicating with them «nder the com- 
mon notion of Chriſtians, only, not as ſo modified: He doth 
but expreſs the genuine complexion of a truly Chriſtian 
Spirit, Burt he is not to do ſo 4 continued courſe, if he find 
it will be a real damage to his own toul, in compariſon of 
another way that he finds more edifying. Perhaps if he will 
be religious only, after the mode of this or that party, his 
Fare may be cither too fine or too-courle for his conftant 
diet. I may, befides my own inclination, drink a ſingle gla(s 
of Wine out of Civility to one perton, or of Water, to ano- + 
ther, when I am not, tor any mans plealure, to deſtroy my 
health by rying my (elf ro drink nothing elie. And whate- 
ver Chriſtian condeſcendingnels, and gaodnels of temper | 
may prompt a wan to, who makes not what ethers do, but 
what they anzht to do his rule and meaſure: They have leaſt 
reaſon to expect much compliance trom others, who bind 
themſelves up within their own party, are eawrapt as Ze- 
vrathan in his Scales, call theraielves the Chwrch(as many lay 
here is Chriſt, and there 15 Chriſt) and call all men Separa- 
tifts thar will not be of their Charch, And perhaps they af- 
{ume,,. 4 
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ſue, and appropriate the name with no more pretence or 
colour , and with no better- ſenſe, than if an humorlſom 
company of men , ſhould diſtinguiſh chemlclves from 0- 
thers, by wea ing a blue or a yeliow girdle, axd call them- 
felves mankind ! Do not tov many in our daics diſtinguiſh 
their Church and Chriitian Communion, by things no 
more belonging to a Church, or to Chriſtianity, than a 
girdle of this or that colour to humane Natures And 
which no more Ju its tor Chr:(t: mn Soctety, than that doth 
for human? It, however, aningenuous, free (pirited man, 
out of reſpe& to his preſent company, or tur any other va- 
luable reaſon, thould in ſuch a calc put on a blue girdle, x 
ſhall hnd no fault with him. Bur it any ſhould go about to 
pinch him too clole with it, {ſo as would be inconvenient 
to his caſe and health, or oblige him co proteſt againſt the 
true humanity of all that neglect ir, Idoubt not he would 
throw it away with ſcorn, Much le's would he be a con» 
ſederate with them that ule ir, if rhey proteſledly combine 
for the deſtruction of the reſt of mankind that ule it nor, 
when many of them that retuic it apprehend it a real gric- 
vance. Elpecially, when they that would impole it, live, 
with many of the reſt, under the Government of a juſt and 
lovercign Prince, from whom they have no Charter tor their 
impoſition, but who hath declarcd he will not have his 
lubjets fo impos'd upon. 

la ſum, we are all indiſpenſably oblig'd by our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, the (overeign Prince and Ruler of his Church, 
ro the ſubſtance of all Chriſtian Ordinances. As to uninſtitu- 
ted moaes thereef, we are tree, And they that underſtand 
their liberty, may ule or not ule them as is more for their 
own, and the common good. They that underſtand it 
not, and think themſelves under an obligation from Chriſt 
not to admit queſtionable,deviied additions into their wor- 
ſip, they are not theretore to deprive themlelves of the 
ſube 
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ſubſtantial Ordinances of the Chriſtian Religion, whereof 
there is no queſtion. 

I ſhut up all with the words of the great Apoſtle, Rom. 
14. 3- 4. One belerveth that he may eat all things : another, 
_ is weak, eateth herbs, Let not him that eateth deſpiſe him 
that eateth not , for God hath recerved him, v. 13, Let ws not 
therefore judge one another any more : but judge this rather that 
mo man put 4 ſlumbling block, or an occaſion tofall is his brothers' 
Way, 


FINTIS. 


Errata. 


Ale 2.1. 4. after may\,r. by dependence on divine help, P.3. 4.21.7. 
.reverent, p. 6.4. 19. r. Aſſemblies, p. 7.1. 37.7. ſuppoſes, p. 9.1. 
2.7, One, |. 5. r.deſign, p. 13.1.9. r. were, p. 22.1. 13.r. become, p. 
235.1. 1. after according, r. to, p. 26.1. 23. after government, r. theſe 
words, as we ſuppoſe he means, blot them out in I. 24. p. 29. L. 24. 
leparate, p. 33- (. 3.r, inclination, p. 34-4. 18. r.vblig »þ+ 36. L. 23% 
7, imprafticabte. 


